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RIVERS ALIVE CLEANUPS TARGET GEORGIA WATERWAYS


ATLANTA, GA, September 14, 2011 – Rivers Alive volunteers throughout Georgia are preparing to spend their fall weekends cleaning up the state’s many waterways, as the annual campaign to clear trash from our rivers, streams and lakes gets underway.  The Georgia waterway cleanup is expected to once again be the largest single volunteer effort to beautify Georgia’s water resources.
The mission of Rivers Alive is to create awareness and involvement in the preservation of Georgia's water resources.  There are more than 70,150 miles of streams and rivers in Georgia that provide for drinking water and recreational activities.  
"Rivers Alive is an excellent example of how volunteers can make a big difference by working in local waterways to remove trash," said Allen Barnes, Director of the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD).  "Every year, thousands of volunteers turn out to clean our streams, lakes and coastal waters and we commend them for their hard work.”  
Volunteers and sponsors removed 550 tons of trash from rivers and streams last year alone. More than 225 groups composed of 25,000 volunteers devoted about 90,000 hours of their time. 

Over the past 10 years, Rivers Alive has also worked to educate people on the importance of protecting local water resources.  The focus this year is to bring awareness of Georgia’s waterways year round. Materials and activities for volunteers, organizers, community leaders and schoolteachers can be found on the Rivers Alive website at www.RiversAlive.com. 


     Rivers Alive was created in 1999 to organize the numerous cleanup events held throughout the state as a joint program of the Environmental Protection Division’s Adopt-A-Stream Program and the Department of Community Affairs’ Keep Georgia Beautiful Program. 
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